INTRODUCTION

silence. Castellio's writings were censored, placed under
an embargo, and destroyed wherever found. By the
exercise of political influence, the adjoining canton was
induced to deny him freedom of utterance within its
borders. Then, as soon as his power of protest or criti-
cism had been destroyed, when he could not even report
the measures that were being taken against him, Calvin's
satellites calumniously attacked him. There was no
longer a struggle between two adversaries equipped with
like weapons, but the ruthless bludgeoning of an un-
armed man by a horde of ruffians. Calvin held sway
over the printing presses, the pulpits, the professorial
chairs, and the synods. Castellio's steps were dogged;
eavesdroppers listened to his every word; his letters were
intercepted. Can we wonder that such a briarean
organization could easily get the better of the lonely
humanist; that nothing but Castellio's premature death
saved him from exile or the stake? The triumphant
dogmatist and his successors did not scruple to wreak
vengeance on their adversary's corpse. Suspicion ,'and
base invectives, posthumously disseminated, destroyed it
like quicklime, and scattered ashes over his name. The
memory of the solitary who had not only resisted Calvin's
dictatorship, but had inveighed against the basic prin-
ciple of dictatorship over the things of the spirit, was,
so the zealots hoped, to pass from the minds of men for
ever.

This last extremity offeree was very nearly successful.
Not merely was Castellio disarmed, gagged, and bound
while his life lasted, but the methodical suppression of
references to the great humanist consigned him to obli-
vion for many years after he was dead. Down to this day,
a scholar need not blush never to have heard or men-
tioned the name of Sebastian Gastellio. How could
scholars know about him, seeing that the censorship of
his chief writings endured for decades and for centuries?
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